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GRAND  LODGE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


Grand  Extra  Communication, 

HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA, 
DECEMBER  I7TH,  A.  D.  1 866,  A.  L.  5866. 


PRESENT: 

Bro.  Lucius  H.  Scott, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

“  John  L.  Goddard, 

Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

“  Richard  Vaux, 

Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

“  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden,  fro  tem 

“  Peter  Williamson, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer. 

“  John  Thomson, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary. 

“  J.  Alexander  Simpson, 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 


Bro.  James  Page, 

“  William  Barger, 

“  Henry  M.  Phillips, 

“  David  C.  Skerrett. 

Past  Grand  Masters. 

“  Thomas  Brown, 

Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

“  Charles  H.  Kingston, 

Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

“  Henry  J.  White, 

Grand  Marshal. 

“  James  Simpson, 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

“  Samuel  C.  Miller, 
u  Daniel  Brittain, 

Grand  Stewards. 

“  S.  Kingston  McCay, 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  Rev’d  John  Chambers, 

“  “  R.  H.  Pattison, 

“  John  P.  Lundy, 

Grand  Chaplains. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  York,  and  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Washington  Territory,  were  rep¬ 
resented  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Senior 
Grand  Warden,  Brother  Richard  Vaux. 


There  were  also  represented  62  Lodges 
of  this  jurisdiction  —  36  by  members,  and 
26  by  proxy. 

Past  Grand  Master  Brother  James  Page 
rose  and  addressed  the  Grand  Lodge  as 
follows  : 


Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Officers,  and  Members 
of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 

Another,  and  another,  and  another,  and  so  it  will 
be,  Right  Worshipful  Sir,  unto  the  last  syllable  of  re¬ 
corded  time.  The  shaft  of  death  has  again  been  sped, 
and  its  victim,  in  this  instance,  one  who  was  but  recently 
heard  in  this  hall  with  words  of  eloquence  upon  his 
tongue  and  counsels  of  wisdom  from  his  lips.  Full  of 
years  and  full  of  honor,  Past  Grand  Master  Brother 
Josiah  Randall  has  passed  away,  translated  from  a 
worldly  Lodge  to  one  of  celestial  origin  and  everlasting 
duration. 

Next  to  the  oldest  of  our  living  Past  Grand  Masters, 
his  face  and  form  were  familiar  to  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  at  its  Grand  Quarterly  Communica¬ 
tions  he  was  of  late  years  almost  always  present,  taking 
an  active  part  in  our  deliberations  and  manifesting  an 
earnest  zeal  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Order. 
His  great  age  and  long  experience  placed  him  among 
the  patriarchs  of  the  Fraternity.  He  could  go  back  to 
the  time  that  few  remembered,  and  was  one  of  the  links 
connecting  the  Masonry  of  the  present  generation  with 
that  of  the  distant  past.  Alas  !  how  few  of  these  remain  ! 
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Like  brittle  cords  they  are  snapping  one  by  one,  unti 
in  a  little  while  the  whole  will  be  gone,  to  be  known  of 
earth  no  more  forever. 

Notwithstanding  his  years,  the  mind  of  Brother  Ran¬ 
dall  was  unusually  clear  and  uncommonly  active.  In 
social,  political,  masonic,  and  professional  life,  he  was 
never  a  listener  merely ;  he  was  a  participant  in  the 
pleasures,  the  excitements,  the  charities,  and  the  honors 
of  each  and  all  of  them,  to  the  very  last  hours  of  his 
existence.  In  the  social  circle  his  conversation  was  full 
of  interest,  abounding  in  anecdote  and  pregnant  with 
instruction.  In  the  questions  which  agitated  the  State 
and  the  nation,  he  was  the  outspoken  advocate  of  those 
measures  which  he  sincerely  believed  would  add  to  the 
general  welfare.  In  the  career  to  which  his  life  was 
mainly  devoted — the  profession  of  the  law — he  was  the 
able,  eloquent,  and  earnest  advocate,  performing  his 
duty  with  equal  fidelity  to  his  client  and  to  the  court. 
In  the  brotherhood  he  was  a  strong  adherent  to  our 
ancient  landmarks,  the  customs  and  the  usages  of  the 
Order,  whilst  he  frowned  upon  charlatans  and  innovators, 
regarding  the  beaten  track  as  the  only  safe  one  for  our 
ancient  institution.  His  domestic  life  exhibited  a  rare 
combination  of  those  attractions  which  made  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  it  centre  upon  him  as  the  source  from  which 
they  were  to  realize  their  all  of  worldly  enjoyment. 

He  was  the  contemporary  in  our  Order  of  such 
shining  lights  as  Milnor,  Newcomb,  Kittera,  Badger, 
Nisbet,  Steele,  Dallas,  and  Freeman.  These  with 
many  others  have  preceded  him — gone  from  their  labors 
of  love  upon  earth,  we  humbly  trust  to  the  enjoyment  of 
a  better  and  happier  state  in  heaven. 

He  was  prominent  as  a  public  man — useful  as  a  citi¬ 
zen,  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  his  profession,  holding 


high  position  at  the  bar  when  such  men  as  Binney, 
Sergeant,  Chauncey,  and  the  elder  Ingersolls  were  the 
leaders  of  it — an  experienced  Mason — an  affectionate  hus¬ 
band  and  kind  father,  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  companion, 
and  a  warm  and  steadfast  friend.  To  these  characteristics 
he  added  the  charms  of  a  brilliant  conversation,  with  the 
kindly  bearing  of  a  Christian  gentleman.  His  memory 
was  unusually  retentive — he  had  travelled  much  and  never 
tailed  to  gather  knowledge  as  he  went  along,  and  from 
the  storehouse  of  that  memory  was  liberal  in  the  diffu¬ 
sion  of  that  which  his  experience  enabled  him  to  speak 
of,  well  and  truthfully. 

He  too  deserves  a  place  in  our  remembrances,  and 
a  testimony  upon  our  record  along  with  the  wise  and 
good  of  our  Past  Grand  Masters  who  have  preceded  him 
in  their  initiation  into  the  Grand  Lodge  above  ;  and  I 
therefore  offer  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions. 


Brother  Josiah  Randall,  the  only  son  of  Matthew 
and  Mary  Robarts  Randall,  was  born  at  Devizes, 
Wiltshire,  England,  on  the  21st  day  of  July,  1789. 

He  died  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th 
of  September,  1866,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. 

His  father  came  to  this  country  in  1793,  and  his 
mother  and  the  family  (himself  and  five  sisters)  followed 
in  1794  to  this  city.  Mr.  Randall,  senior,  became 
embarrassed  in  business,  and  was  compelled  to  go  as 
supercargo  to  the  Isle  of  France  in  the  year  1801.  Mrs. 
Randall,  with  her  son  and  daughters,  then  removed  to 
Burlington,  New  Jersey,  where,  under  the  superintend¬ 
ence  of  one  of  the  best  and  most  pious  of  women,  his 
mother,  Brother  Randall  received  his  education,  which 
was  completed  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  Staughton,  the  emi- 
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nent  Baptist  clergyman,  who  was  remarkable  for  the 
eloquence  and  force  of  his  preaching,  and  who  was  then 
one  of  our  most  popular  divines. 

It  is  said  that  the  Rev.  Thomas  G.  Allen,  in  a  sermon 
preached  some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  stated  uthat  he 
was  one  day  passing  the  Sansom  street  grave-yard,  as  the 
diggers  were  throwing  out  the  poor  remnants  of  mortality  ; 
from  curiosity  he  went  and  picked  up  a  skull  which  had 
just  been  thrown  out  of  a  grave  ;  after  examining  it,  he 
found  by  the  tombstone  that  it  was  the  skull  of  his  dear 
and  venerated  preceptor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Staughton,  from 
whose  lips  he  had  so  often  gathered  instruction,  and  of 
whose  fine  head,  the  seat  of  intellect  and  eloquence, 
nothing  but  that  poor  skull  remained. 

“  Look  on  its  broken  arch,  its  ruined  wall, 

Its  chambers  desolate,  and  portals  foul : 

Yes,  this  was  once  ambition’s  airy  hall, 

The  dome  of  thought,  the  palace  of  the  soul. 

Behold  through  each  lack-lustre,  eyeless  hole, 

The  gay  recess  of  wisdom  and  of  wit, 

And  passion’s  host,  that  never  brooked  control : 

Can  all  saint,  sage  or  sophist  ever  writ 
People  this  lonely  tower,  this  tenement  refit?” 

The  bones  of  many  of  the  dead,  once  entombed  in  the 
Sansom  street  cemetery,  were  removed  and  deposited  in 
a  common  grave  at  Laurel  Hill,  the  skull  of  the  great 
preacher  among  them. 

“  To  this  favor  must  we  come.” 

At  the  early  age  of  fourteen  years,  being  well  grounded 
in  the  classics  and  with  a  complete  English  education, 
Brother  Randall  entered  the  office  of  Joseph  Reed, 
Esq.,  a  leading  member  of  the  bar,  and  afterwards 
Recorder  of  Philadelphia,  as  a  student  of  law,  where  he 
remained  for  three  years,  and  when  only  eighteen  was 
admitted  to  practice,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1808. 
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One  of  the  first  appointments  made  by  Simon  Snyder, 
who  was  elected  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  in  that  year, 
was  that  of  Brother  Randall  as  clerk  of  the  Mayor’s 
Court  of  the  city,  which  position  he  held  until  1812. 
This  appointment  brought  Brother  Randall  early  into 
public  life,  from  which  it  may  be  said  he  was  never  after 
entirely  withdrawn. 

Brother  Randall  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He 
marched  to  Camp  Bloomfield  as  a  sergeant  in  the  volun¬ 
teer  corps  of  the  Junior  Artillerists,  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Cash,  and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  be  a  com¬ 
missioned  officer,  serving  during  the  whole  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  1814,  and  returning  with  the  troops  to  the  city 
at  the  close  of  the  year.  He  was  appointed  and  com¬ 
missioned  by  Governor  Snyder  as  colonel  of  the  first  of 
the  ten  regiments  Pennsylvania  offered  to  the  General 
Government,  just  before  the  close  of  the  war.  Brother 
Randall  tendered  these  regiments  to  President  Madison, 
and  while  in  the  act  of  doing  so,  the  news  of  the  signing 
of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  was  received  by  the  President, 
the  brightest  day,  he  was  accustomed  to  declare,  that  he 
ever  saw  in  the  history  of  his  country. 

Brother  Randall  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature  in  1819-20,  and  was  brought  into  contact  with 
nearly  all  of  the  leading  and  prominent  men  of  the  country, 
whether  in  civil  or  military  life.  He  was  the  warm  and 
ardent  friend  and  admirer  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  and 
was  present  at  the  entertainment  where  the  brave  and 
gallant  Decatur  gave  his  celebrated  toast :  u  Our  country  ; 
may  she  always  be  right,  but  our  country,  God  bless  her, 
right  or  wrong.”  This  sentiment  made  a  deep  impression 
upon  him,  and  was  the  guiding  one  of  his  public  and 
political  life. 
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Brother  Randall  was  married  in  January,  A.  D.  1820, 
to  Ann  Worrell,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Worrell,  Esq.,  a 
well-known  and  highly-respected  citizen  of  Philadelphia. 
He  left  one  daughter  and  several  sons,  one  of  whom,  the 
Hon.  Samuel  J.  Randall,  now  represents  the  First  District 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States;  another  of  them, 
Robert  E.  Randall,  Esq.,  represented  the  city  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Philadelphia  bar. 

Brother  Randall  was  initiated  in  Masonry  in  Mont¬ 
gomery  Lodge,  No.  19,  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  18  n, 
and  was  subsequently  passed  and  raised  to  the  sublime 
degree  of  a  Master  Mason  in  that  Lodge.  He  resigned 
his  membership  then  and,  with  others  from  that  Lodge, 
applied  for  a  charter  for  Industry  Lodge,  No.  131,  on 
the  2 1  st  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1811.  This  Lodge  was 
constituted  on  the  22d  day  of  that  month,  and  its  first 
meeting  held  on  the  1st  of  July,  18  n.  He  was  elected 
its  Junior  Warden  on  the  9th  of  December,  1812,  its 
Worshipful  Master  on  the  10th  June,  1813,  and  again 
its  Worshipful  Master  on  the  8th  June,  1815,  and  Decem¬ 
ber  12th,  1822.  He  remained  with  that  Lodge  until 
May  13,  1824,  when  he  resigned.  He  appears  to  have 
been  quite  an  active  member  during  the  whole  time,  was 
frequently  appointed  on  Committees  of  various  kinds,  to 
whom  was  intrusted  the  important  business  of  the  Lodge. 

He  was  elected  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand 
Warden  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  on  the 
7th  December,  A.  D.  1818  ;  Senior  Grand  Warden,  on 
the  6th  day  of  December,  1819  ;  re-elected  to  the  same 
station  on  the  4th  December,  1820.  On  the  3d  Decem¬ 
ber,  1821,  he  was  elected  Right  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  over  Brother  Thomas  Elliott,  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  and  re-elected  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master 
on  the  2d  December,  1822. 


He  was  one  of  the  many  prominent  Masons  summoned 
with  others  to  Harrisburg,  by  the  Inquisitorial  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  in  January, 
1836,  to  investigate  what  they  were  pleased  to  term  the 
evils  of  Masonry.  When  called  before  them  at  their 
first  meeting,  he  admitted  “that  he  had  been  a  Free¬ 
mason  for  twenty  years.  He  avowed  that  he  had  never 
known  any  infraction  of  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
or  of  the  rights  of  conscience  committed  by  any  Lodge, 
Grand  or  Subordinate,  or  by  any  body  of  Masons,  or  by 
any  individuals  acting  as  such.  He  had  never  known  a 
political  vote  given  in  committees,  caucus,  convention, 
at  the  polls  or  elsewhere,  that  was  governed  by  Masonic 
considerations ;  nor  did  he  know  of  any  selection  or 
appointment  to  office,  either  popular,  legislative,  executive 
or  judicial,  which  he  had  any  reason  to  believe  was  in¬ 
fluenced  by  any  such  considerations.  He  had  never 
known  Masonry  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  the 
administration  of  justice.  He  had  been  concerned  in 
law  cases  where  one  of  the  parties  was  a  Mason,  and  the 
other  not  a  Mason,  and  he  solemnly  avowed  that  he  had 
never  known  a  judge,  arbitrator,  juror  or  witness,  se¬ 
lected,  preferred  or  avoided,  because  he  was  or  was  not  a 
Mason.  Nor  did  he  ever  know  of  a  judicial  decision 
being  made  which  he  had  the  slightest  reason  to  believe 
was  governed  or  influenced  by  Masonic  feeling,  fellow¬ 
ship  or  connection.” 

He  protested  against  the  authority  of  the  Committee 
in  the  premises,  and  refused  to  take  the  oath  which  they 
required  of  him.  Other  distinguished  members  of  the 
Order,  dragged  before  the  same  Committee,  refused  to  be 
sworn,  and  they  were  ordered  into  the  custody  of  the 
sergeant-at-arms.  The  same  course  was  pursued  by 
other  Brethren  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  Committee, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  action  of  the  House  of 


Representatives  was  invoked  in  the  shape  of  a  resolution 
presented  by  the  Committee,  that  all  the  protestants 
should  be  taken  into  custody  by  the  sergeant-at-arms,  and 
be  brought  before  the  House,  to  answer  for  contempt. 
This  was  done,  and  the  following  persons  appeared : 
George  Wolf,  Thomas  C.  Miller,  F.  R.  Shunk,  George 
F.  Harper,  Joseph  R.  Chandler,  T.  B.  Freeman,  Josiah 
Randall,  George  M.  Dallas,  Charles  Stout,  Rev.  T.  B. 
Sprole,  Robert  Christie,  S.  C.  Bonham,  Jacob  Emmett, 
Joseph  De  Silver,  Allen  Ward,  Daniel  Ringwalter,  John 
McLaughlin,  Robert  Richardson,  Samuel  M.  Stewart, 
Charles  Schnider,  Samuel  H.  Perkins,  William  Stevens, 
R.  G.  Harper,  and  Ephraim  Pentland.  Several  Masons 
summoned  were  not  brought  before  the  House. 

After  considerable  discussion  and  great  excitement, 
the  House,  after  occupying  one  whole  day  in  considering 
and  voting  upon  the  various  resolutions  and  amendments 
which  were  offered,  adjourned ;  and  the  next  day  the 
parties  brought  before  it  were  discharged,  and  all  the 
Brethren  permitted  to  return  to  their  homes  in  various 
parts  of  the  State.  All  who  were  summoned  to  Harris¬ 
burg  united  in  an  address  to  the  public,  which  was  sworn 
to  and  signed  by  them,  including  Brother  Randall,  and 
published.  It  will  be  found  at  large  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  lamented 
death  of  the  Hon.  George  M.  Dallas,  one  of  its  most 
illustrious  Past  Grand  Masters,  between  whom  and  the 
deceased  a  warm  and  cordial  intimacy  existed  during  the 
life  of  the  former. 

While  Brother  Dallas  was  abroad  engaged  in  the 
diplomatic  service  of  his  country,  he  left  his  professional 
business  wholly  in  the  care  of  Brother  Randall,  who 
faithfully  attended  to  the  trust,  and,  on  the  return  of 
Brother  Dallas  to  his  home,  that  business  was  fully  and 
entirely  restored  to  him  by  his  friend  and  brother. 
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Brother  Randall  visited  England  several  times.  In 
1853,  was  inv^ted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  London, 
and  upon  one  occasion  requested  to  point  out  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  mode  of  working  in  England  and  that  in 
Pennsylvania.  Explaining  this,  he  mentioned  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks  that  he  had  shaken  hands  with 
every  President  of  the  United  States.  After  he  had 
taken  his  seat,  the  Grand  Master,  believed  to  have  been 
the  Duke  of  Argvle,  proposed  that  the  Brethren  preseni 
should  pass  around  the  Hall  in  regular  order,  and  shake 
hands  with  the  Brother  who  had  shaken  hands  with  the 
great,  good,  and  pious  Brother  George  Washington. 
There  were  some  two  hundred  Masons  present,  who 
carried  out  the  suggestion,  headed  by  their  Grand  Master, 
to  their  great  gratification. 

Brother  Randall  was  appointed  on  the  Committee 
on  Landmarks  in  December,  1858,  and  from  that  time 
until  his  decease  continued  a  member  of  it.  He  became, 
from  his  age  and  experience,  necessarilv  prominent  in  its 

deliberations  and  action,  and  was  made  Chairman.  Most 
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of  the  reports  of  that  Committee  were  either  written  or 
dictated  by  him,  and  they  now  form  a  very  important 
part  of  our  records,  and  will  be  referred  to  as  establishing 
principles  by  which  to  regulate  the  course  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  after  times. 

Past  Grand  Master  Chandler,  in  writing,  savs  :  “Mr. 
Randall,  though  not  much  older  than  I,  received  his 
Masonic  honors  very  earlv,  and  was  not  much  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  the  Grand  Lodge  while  I  was  an  active 
member.  He  was  an  earnest  Mason,  and  in  his  earlier 
years  gave  much  time  to  the  Craft.” 

In  the  recent  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  highly 
important  questions,  affecting  her  welfare  and  prosperity’, 


have  been  discussed  and  passed  upon.  In  all  these 
Brother  Randall  took  an  active  part,  was  decided  in 
his  views,  and  gave  the  Brethren  all  the  aid  possible  by 
his  elaborate  arguments  and  Masonic  views  upon  the 
subjects  presented  for  consideration. 

The  sickness  which  ended  with  the  life  of  our  Past 
Grand  Master  was  of  a  protracted  and  painful  kind, 
but  his  mind  was  clear  and  composed  to  the  last.  When 
told  by  his  attending  physician  that  an  operation  might 
become  necessary,  he  at  once  expressed  his  readiness  to 
submit  to  the  knife.  Fully  aware  of  his  approaching 
end  he  awaited  its  coming  with  great  moral  firmness,  and, 
without  complaining,  met  it  with  the  resignation  of  a 
Christian. 

Death,  to  the  well-balanced  mind, 

With  conscience  clear  and  faith  secure, 

Can  bring  no  terrors  with  it : 

It  is  the  gate  that  opens  to  the  soul 
A  brighter,  better  world,  beyond  the  stars, 

Of  peace  and  joy  forever. 

After  a  long  life  he  has  passed  away,  and  as  it  is  fitting 
that  some  memorial  of  its  Past  Grand  Master  should  be 
found  among  our  archives — 

Therefore, 

Resolved ,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  receives  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  demise  of  its  Past  Grand  Master,  Brother 
Josiah  Randall,  with  sincere  regret. 

Resolved ,  That  his  long  connection  with  the  Craft — 
the  high  positions  he  held  among  them,  and  his  extensive 
Masonic  information  derived  from  years  of  experience 
and  practice,  and  of  which  he  might  be  said  to  be  the 
fountain-head  will  make  his  loss  one  to  be  seriously  felt 


bv  the  Fraternity.  One  of  the  last  links,  connecting  the 
present  with  the  past  of  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  his 
death  creates  a  void  not  to  be  supplied. 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  relations  of  civil,  professional, 
and  domestic  life,  our  deceased  Brother  performed  all  his 
duty  as  a  good  citizen*  and  an  honest  man,  and  as  a  kind 
husband  and  father.  Reflecting  credit  upon  the  Order 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  leaving  to  his  descend¬ 
ants  an  example  worthy  of  their  imitation,  he  displayed 
without,  an  illustration  of  the  glorious  principles  taught 
within,  the  Lodge. 

Resolved ,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  family 
of  our  deceased  Brother  in  their  affliction,  and  leave  them 
for  consolation  to  that  Power  who  doeth  all  things  for 
the  best. 

Resolved ,  That  the  usual  habiliments  of  mourning  be 
placed  in  the  Grand  Lodge  room  for  the  space  of  six 
months  ;  that  one  thousand  copies  of  the  proceedings  be 
printed,  one  copy  to  be  sent  the  family  of  the  deceased, 
and  the  others  to  be  distributed  to  and  among  our  sister 
Grand  Lodges,  and  the  Subordinate  Lodges  within  this 
Jurisdiction. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  being  duly 
seconded,  and  the  question  being  taken  by 
the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  they 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

JOHN  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary. 


